(i
M CONGRESS 2026

Y BRATISLAVA

EMPA
BRATISLAVA
PROGRAMME
2026

11—14 May

Congress of the European Military Press Association






Robert Kalinak

Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defence
of the Slovak Republic

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me a great pleasure to welcome represen-
tatives of the European Military Press Association
(EMPA) to Slovakia. Your organisation has since
long played a pivotal role in connecting milita-
ry journalists and publishers across Europe and
facilitating an open exchange of information in
the field of Defence & Security.

At a time when Europe is facing new security
challenges, promoting quality and responsible
journalism is of paramount importance. Military
journalists have an irreplaceable role in commu-
nicating complex issues to the public and stren-
gthening trust between the citizens, the Armed
Forces and the State.



The Slovak Republic is aware that security
and stability are the result of collaborative efforts.
In addition to the professional work of our Armed
Forces, an informed public is of utmost impor-
tance — and all of you have greatly contributed
to this mission.

I very much appreciate the work of all mem-
bers of your Association as well as your profes-
sionalism, objectivity, and determination to pre-
sent verified information, even from challenging
environments. Your activities promote a shared
understanding among countries and make Euro-
pean security stronger.

I trust your meeting in Slovakia will be hugely
beneficial, while stimulating your subject-matter
discussions and leading to closer ties and coo-
peration.

Iwish you a successful and inspiring stay in Slovakia.



Pavol Vitko

National representative for
EMPA and Editor-in-Chief
of Defence magazine

Dear fellow military journalists,

I am pleased to welcome you to Slovakia on behalf
of our monthly magazine DEFENCE, published by
the Ministry of Defence of the Slovak Republic.

We have been publishing since 1993, when the
independent Slovak Republic was established. We
followed up on the magazine of the same name
Defence, which was founded in 1914 in Cleveland
and which was published by Slovaks living in the
USA for approximately seven decades.The monthly
circulation of the magazine is approximately nine
thousand copies. Of these, five thousand are inten-
ded for all parts of the defence department and
the armed forces, as well as for organizations that
cooperate with them on a contractual basis. Four
thousand copies are distributed to secondary and
higher education institutions.



It is important for us that Slovak military journa-
lists have participated in the activities of EMPA since
the late 1990s. I am very happy that I have been able
to participate in the activities of our organization
since our congress in Split, Croatia in 2002. During
this time, I have enjoyed your advice, experience, the
presentation of the activities of your military media
and entire defence departments, as well as our friend-
ships within our EMPA family. I would like to thank my
superiors from the Office of the Minister of Defence of
the Slovak Republic, starting with Minister of Defence
Robert Kalindk, for their trust and help in organizing
our EMPA Congress in Bratislava. I would also like to
thank the head of our organizing committee, Sonia
Zvacekova, and other colleagues from the Ministry of
Defence of the Slovak Republic and the Armed Forces
of the Slovak Republic for their work.

Thank you to all of you who accepted our invitation.

Welcome!



Sona Zvadekova
Head of the EMPA 2026
Preparatory Committee

Dear EMPA members,
distinguished guests,

It is a great honour to welcome you to Bratislava
for the 2026 Annual Congress of the European
Military Press Association (EMPA).

At the outset, I would like to express my sin-
cere gratitude to the Ministry of Defence of the
Slovak Republic for organizing this event. A special
word of thanks goes to the Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defence, Mr. Robert Kalink, for
hosting this congress here in Slovakia.

We gather here in this historic city on the
Danube, a place that has served as a crossroad of
cultures and history for centuries, to openly ex-
change experiences and address emerging trends
in military journalism.



I trust that the coming days in Bratislava will
be truly inspiring and will further strengthen our
pan-European cooperation.

I would also like to extend my thanks to the
colleagues from the SVK Defence Minister's Office
(KaMO) and the editorial team of Defence Magazine.
Their dedication and professional work are the
driving force behind this event.

I wish you a highly productive congress, in-
sightful discussions, and a pleasant stay here in
Slovakia.

Welcome to Bratislava!




iam
&










PROGRAMME
Monday 11th May

afternoon Arrival in Bratislava,
and early registration, accommodation
evening at Apollo Hotel

from 16:30 Registration of participants

19:00—22:00 Welcome reception
at Apollo Hotel
Dress code: Smart Casual

Tuesday 12th May

8:00 Transfer to the Military
Training Area Turecky vrch
(approx. 35 km from Bratislava)
Dress code: Uniform or Smart Casual

9:15—10:00 Presentations and projects of
the National Defence Forces (NOS)

10:00—10:20 Presentation of the activities
of the General Staff



10:30—-10:50

11:00-11:20

11:30-—-12:15

12:30

13:30—13:50

14:00-17:00

17:00-—-17:15

18:30

19:00-21:30

21:30

Presentation of the activities
of the Ministry of Defence

Oath-taking ceremony

Lunch at the Military Training
Area Turecky vrch

Transfer by bus to Bratislava
Wreath/bouquet-laying ceremony
at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier in Bratislava

Visit to the defence technology
fair IDEB Bratislava

Dress code: Uniform or Smart Casual
Transfer to the hotel

Transfer to IDEB by bus

Gala reception IDEB Bratislava
Dress code: Uniform or Business Casual

Transfer to Apollo Hotel by bus



Wednesday 13th May

7:30—10:30

10:30—-12:00

12:00—-12:30

12:45—-15:00

15:00—-18:00

19:00

19:30—22:00

22:00

Transfer by bus to Training
Centre Lest

Visit to the Lest Military

Training Centre and NATO
multinational brigade

Dress code: Uniform or Smart Casual
Lunch at Training Centre Lest
Tour / presentations / dynamic
demonstration at Training
Centre Lest

Transfer to Bratislava,
Apollo Hotel

Transfer by bus to dinner

Farewell dinner
Dress code: Smart Casual

Transfer by bus to Apollo Hotel



Thursday 14th May

9:00—11:00 General Meeting of EMPA
at Apollo Hotel / Dress code:
Uniform or Smart Casual

12:00 Lunch and farewell
afternoon For those interested:
guided tour of Bratislava

*programme may be subject to change

Important contacts

Organizers:
Soina Zvacekova +421 903 824 633
Jaroslav Cabuk +421 915 629 435

Emergency:

European emergency number: 112
Medical assistance: 155
Firefighters: 150

Police: 158



BRATISLAVA

With the population of approx. 479,000, Bratislava
is the capital and also the largest city in Slovakia. It
is the only national capital in the world bordering
two independent countries — Austria and Hungary.
The Austrian capital, Vienna, is only 60 km west
from Bratislava.

It lies on the banks of the Danube river that
flows almost directly through the city. Bratisla-
va remains an important, political and cultural
centre of Slovakia.



Famous landmarks:

- Bratislava Castle — one of the main symbols
of the city. Located on the hill directly above the
Danube river and the city's old centre.

- St. Martin's Cathedral — former coronation
church of Hungarian kings and queens.

- Michael's Gate — the only preserved gate from
the old city’s fortifications.

» Slavin Memorial — the large monument dedica-
ted for the soldiers who died during the World War
IT on the territory of western Slovakia.

- Devin Castle — one of the oldest castles in Slo-
vakia, located above Danube and Morava rivers.

- Slovak National Uprising (SNP) Bridge — the
famous “UFO” bridge connecting Petrzalka su-
burbs with the historical centre. And the logo of
EMPA 2026.

- Petrzalka Bunkers — Czechoslovak fortification
line from the 1930s. Involving several medium sized
bunkers on the former Czechoslovak-Austrian/
German border.



SLOVAK ARMED FORCES

The Slovak Armed Forces (OSSR) are the main
defence force of the Slovak Republic. Previously
known as the Army of the Slovak Republic, they
were established in 1993 as when the independent
Slovak Republic was proclaimed.

The Armed Forces, with the number of
approximately 14,000 personnel, are fully profes-
sional. In the last years the Armed Forces have
gone through deep modernization of the personnel,



doctrine and equipment. The establishment of the
new volunteer National Defence Forces helps to gain
potential recruits from the civil sector.

Since 2022 the NATO Multinational Brigade
has been located in the Military Training Centre
Lest, contributing to the defence of not just the
country but the Alliance's eastern flank as well.
The Brigade is currently led by the Spanish contin-
gent. Soldiers and their equipment from Czechia,
Portugal, Romania and Slovenia are part of the
Brigade as well.

- Chief of Defence:
General Daniel Zmeko
(until 6 May 2026)

- Commander-in-Chief:
Peter Pellegrini
(President of the Slovak Republic)

- Consist of:
Army, Air Force, Special Operations Forces,
and Joint Support Brigade
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BOARD TEAM

Col (GS) Matthias Wasinger
President

Col GS Giuseppe Cacciaguerra
Vice-President

Ms Jojo Mulder
Vice-President

Mr Hans Zimmermann
Secretary General

Mr Andreas Hess
Treasurer



MEMBERS OF
THE NATIONAL
ORGANIZATION
TEAM EMPA 2026

Ms Sofa Zvacekova
The head of the EMPA 2026
Preparatory Committee

Mr Pavol Vitko
National representative for EMPA

Mr Jaroslav Cabuk

Maj Lenka Gavajova
Ms Alzbeta Haluskova
Ms Veronika Kruppova

Ms Michaela Popik









OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

MINISTRY
OF DEFENCE

Thank you for your visit!





